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 Introduction

 Fair play

 How to find a rule? 

 Rules Setting

• What is the judges’ role? 

• What is the intention of the rules? 

• Basic rules 

 From the beginners to the competing

athletes. 

 Safety

 High draw

 Dress regulations

 On the shooting line

 Athletes equipment

 Problems on the shooting line 

 Equipment failures

 Bouncers, pass-through, etc.

 Athletes leaving the line

 Coaching information and 

athletes on the line 

 Shooting time

 The 3 metres line

 On the target line

 Scoring

 Marking holes

 Arrows out of time 

 Too many arrows shot

 Scoring multi-target faces

 Score cards

 Teams event

 Consequences of breaking rules

 Appeals
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WORLD FAIR PLAY TROPHY

On 15th June 2013: Compound Men, Individual Medal match

World cup in Antalya.

The bronze medal match was between Martin Damsbo

(Denmark) and Braden Gellenthien (USA). Both were

warming up on the practice range before their match when

Braden’s bow malfunctioned and the same happened with his spare bow,

and could not be repaired in time for the final. With no hesitation, Martin

offered Braden his spare bow, so that Braden could compete in the match.

Although Martin won the match in the end, WA wishes to nominate Martin for

his unconditional generosity and sportsmanship that made him lend his spare

equipment to an opponent, without taking into account the medal, the prize

money and the ranking points at stake for the qualification for the end of

season World Cup final in Paris.
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FAIR PLAY

• This is what judges expect from athletes, but

what athletes expect from judges?

Knowledge of rules

 Integrity

 Judgement

 Protective attitude

- Benefit of the doubt

- Save the archers points, unless the 
rules say differently
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What is the judges’ role?

The main task of the every judge at any

tournament is to see that the championship runs

smoothly, so that each and every competitor can

achieve her/his best performance.

 Judges are the servants, not the owners of

competitions.
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HOW TO FIND A RULE?

Rule books

http:/.worldarchery.or/Rules

Interpretations
http://extranet.worldarchery.org/documents/index.php/html/?dir=61

Bylaws
http://extranet.worldarchery.org/documents/index.php/html/?dir=66

http://worldarchery.org/Rules
http://worldarchery.org/Rules
http://worldarchery.org/Rules
http://extranet.worldarchery.org/documents/index.php/html/?dir=61
http://extranet.worldarchery.org/documents/index.php/html/?dir=66
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Interpretations
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Bylaws
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How are set up the rules?

World Archery rules are divided into six books as follows:

1. Book 1 Constitution and Procedures

2. Book 2 Events

3. Book 3 Target Archery

Para-Archery

4. Book 4 Field & 3D Archery Rules

5. Book 5 Miscellaneous Archery Rounds and Ski-Archery

6. Book 6 Anti-Doping Rules
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Safety in Archery
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Safety in Archery
• Basic rules

 From the beginning to the competing athletes.

Safety (book 2 art. 12.10)

No athlete may draw his bow, with or without an arrow, except when standing on the

shooting line. If an arrow is used, the athlete shall aim toward the target butts, but only

after being satisfied that the range is clear both in front of and behind the target butts.

High draw (book 2 art. 15.4.6)

When drawing back the string of his bow an athlete shall not use any technique which, in

the opinion of the Judges, could allow the arrow, if accidentally released, to fly beyond a

safety zone or safety arrangements (overshoot area, net, wall etc.).

• Coaches have a responsibility to see that the bows are pulled so that, if the release

activates, the arrow will not fly any higher than the top of the target. This is a technique

that has to be trained from the very beginning not at a championship or tournament. This

may require the peak weight to be set so that is comfortable and manageable by the

athlete.
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Never! 
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• Never point a bow towards someone.

• Never touch another athlete when they are in the 

shooting line;.

• Never shoot with the bow horizontally on the 

shooting line, the span of the bow can disturb 

other athletes. 

• Never shoot before everyone has returned to the 

shooting line.

• Never shot a arrow vertically; it is impossible to 

know where the arrow will land.

Safety in Archery
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Dress regulations

• The most important about dress regulations is:

 Sport clothes, (not camo colors clothes).

 In team events all the members have to wear the

same design and colors.

 Comply with the provisions regarding measures,

sizes and safety.
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Equipment inspection
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On the shooting line

 Equipment failures

• Bouncers, pass-through, hanging arrows, etc.

 Athletes leaving the line.

 Coaching information on the shooting line

 Shooting time

• Shooting Before and After the Signal

• Athletes are not allowed to raise the bow  until the 

signal is given
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On the shooting line

• 3 Meters line
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On the target line

 Scoring 
• We have to score arrows starting for the highest and ended for the 

lowest.

• 14.2.1. None of the arrows, the target face or butt shall be touched 

until the value of all the arrows on that butt has been recorded.

• 14.2.5. Arrows embedded in the butt and not showing on the face 

can only be scored by a Judge.

• 17.1.1. A mistake on the scorecard may be corrected before the 

arrows are drawn, provided that all the athletes on the target agree 

on the correction. The correction shall be witnessed and initialed by 

all the athletes on the target. Any other disputes concerning entries 

on a scorecard shall be referred to a Judge.
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Scoring

• Too many arrows shot

• Multiple violations

• Scoring multi-target faces

 For indoor events  or field archery when triple faces are used, 

arrows may be shot in any order, but if more than one arrow is 

shot into the same scoring area, both (or all) arrows count as part 

of that end, but only the lowest value arrow shall score. The other 

arrow, or arrows, in the same spot shall be scored as a miss, or 

as misses..



9 - 8 - 7

Result =

Correct:

Y  or  N
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M
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?
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1
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10 - 10 - M 

Result =

Correct:

10

10

10

10 -10 -M =2010 -

Y  or  N ?

There was a rebound,  so 

4 arrows were shooting
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9 - 9 - 9 

Result =

Correct:
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8 - 7 - M 

Result =

Correct:

8 - 8 - 7 =15

Y  or  N

7

8

8 M

?

MULTI TARGETS FACES 4
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10 - 9 - 8 
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10 - 9 - M 
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7 - M - M 

Result =

Correct:
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8
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Scoring

• Arrows out of time



• 14.2.4. All arrow holes in the scoring zone shall be suitably marked by 

the athletes every time the arrows are scored and drawn from the 

target face.

Marking holes
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Marking holes

SCORE CARD

1st arrow 2nd arrow 3rd arrow
TOTAL

9 8 7 24
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Marking holes

SCORE CARD

1st arrow 2nd arrow 3rd arrow
TOTAL
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Marking holes

SCORE CARD

1st arrow 2nd arrow 3rd arrow
TOTAL

9 8 8 25
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There was a rebound



Marking holes

SCORE CARD

1st arrow 2nd arrow 3rd arrow
TOTAL

10 8 8 26
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There was a rebound
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Score cards

• 14.4. Scorecards shall be signed by the scorer and the athlete, indicating that 

the athlete agrees with the value of each arrow, the sum total, the number of 

10’s and the number of X’s (or 9's for indoors). If the scorer is participating in 

the shooting, his scorecard shall be signed by another athlete on the same 

target butt.

• 14.4.1. Each target will have two scorecards one of which may be electronic. If 

there is a discrepancy in the arrow values between an electronic and a paper 

score card, the paper card will take precedence.

The organizers are not required to accept or record scorecards that have not 

been signed, and/or do not contain the sum total, and/or the number of 10's 

and/or the number of X's (or 9s for indoor) and/or which contain mathematical 

errors.

The organizers or officials are not required to verify the accuracy of any 

submitted scorecard, however if the organizers or the officials note an error at 

the time of submission, they will ask the athletes concerned to correct such 

error and the result as corrected will stand.
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Team events

• Yellow cards

They are minor violations, and imply waste of time.

• (a) two athletes cross into the area between the one metre line and the 

shooting line at the same time. For consistency in judging we assume 

that this has taken place when both athletes have one foot each on the 

ground in the one metre area.

• (b) an athlete whilst leaving the athletes’ box and proceeding to the 

shooting line, removes her/his arrow from the quiver, and in doing so 

exposes the point of the arrow before straddling the shooting line.

• (c) an athlete crosses the one meter line before the count-down clock 

for his team starts counting down.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U4e4FW8x3MM watch minute 14:40

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U4e4FW8x3MM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U4e4FW8x3MM


Final CWT

WC Ulsan 2009 

Korea vs Russia
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Team events

• Red cards

They are major violations, and imply lost of the high 

score of that end .

• (a) Ignoring the yellow card (the athlete shoots without returning behind 

the 1m line)

• (b)  Shooting an arrow before or after time

• (c) Shooting out of sequence (Shooting when it is the other team’s turn 

to shoot)

• d) A team member shoots more than one arrow in one of the two halves 

when shooting alternately.
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Team events

• Scoring

• 15.2.7. If a member of a team fails to shoot his two arrows 

in an end the number of un-shot arrows shall still form part 

of that end. An un-shot arrow shall be recorded as a miss. 

If the total number of arrows, including all un-shot arrows in 

any one end exceeds six (or four)arrows, Article 15.2.6. 

shall apply.

• 13.2.3. In the Team Event Finals Rounds (alternating 

shooting): …/…
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4th arrow 5th arrow 6th arrow TOTAL

10 10 9  8 7 M 44

7

8

10

10

9

M Un-shot

arrow

10
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Book 3 
Chapter 15

Consequences of breaking rules

15.1.5. Any athlete found to be using equipment contravening World Archery Rules 

may have his scores partly or fully cancelled.

15.1.6. Athletes or teams repeatedly found shooting more than the permitted 

number of arrows per end may have their scores disqualified .

15.1.7. An athlete proved to have knowingly broken any rules and regulations may 

be declared to be ineligible to participate in the competition. The athlete shall be 

disqualified and shall lose any position he may have gained.

15.1.7.1. Un-sportsmanlike conduct shall not be tolerated. Such conduct by an 

athlete or anyone deemed to be assisting an athlete shall result in disqualification 

of the athlete in question and may further result in suspension from future events.

15.1.7.2. Anyone who alters without authorization, or falsifies, a score, or knowingly 

has a score altered or falsified, shall be disqualified.
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Book 3 
Chapter 19

Appeals

19.1. In the event of an athlete not being satisfied with a ruling given

by the Judges, he may, except as provided for in Article 17.1.above,

appeal to the Jury of Appeal according to 3.13. Jury of Appeal in

Book 2. Trophies or prizes which may be affected by a dispute shall

not be awarded until the Jury ruling has been given.

19.2. The decision by the Judge on the value of an arrow before the

withdrawal from the target face is final.

19.3. The decision made by a Judge in the team event concerning

the use of the yellow card (see Article 15.3.1. ) is final.

19.4. The decision of the Jury is final it cannot be appealed.
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Final deliberation.

Finally I would like to emphasize that archery, according

to my experience, is a sport that fair play is a standard

pattern, may be due to the fact to the difference with

other sports, where it is necessary that the opponent

fails if we want to win, or perhaps to the fact that archery

is still a ladies and gentlemen’s sport. At any rate, I

would like to ask all of you to do whatever is in your

hand to continue in that way.



THANK YOU

Ready to answer your questions!
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